PART IV
DISEASES OF SWINE
CHAPTER XV INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF SWINE
THE list of infectious diseases of hogs is not long, but the losses from them are often exceedingly heavy. Most of the diseases causing the greatest losses are considered very difficult to treat or cure, but lend themselves readily to simple means of prevention. It is almost impossible to estimate the number of swine lost each year, but it no doubt runs into the millions. The principal infectious diseases responsible for this tremendous handicap to successful swine husbandry are hog cholera, necrotic or infectious enteritis (intestines), necrotic rhinitis (nose), necrotic stomatitis (mouth), and necrotic dermatitis (skin). The last four diseases constitute a group which most farmers refer to as
"necro."
Thousands of hogs are infected with tuberculosis, but since very few die on the farm, most farmers are not greatly concerned by this disease. It affects their pocket-books indirectly by way of reduced returns from the packer, because he in turn must cover his losses by an overhead charge which is eventually absorbed by the grower of the diseased hogs, This disease has been gaining headway for a number of years and recent investigations show that much of swine tuberculosis is derived from the farm flock of
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